
When Faith is Displayed 
Luke 5:12-16 

 

 

 

 

About the Man: 

1. Although this man seems to have no shame concerning his being leprous because he goes up 

to Jesus rather than slip around from behind which many others did (e.g. hemorrhaging 

woman), this may not be a safe assumption. 

a) leprosy ranged from white sores all over the body to running sores to missing digits 

on the feet and hands 

b) for Hebrews, it meant you were ceremonially unclean and unfit for worship 

(Lev.13:3) 

c) also anyone who even came in contact with leper was also considered unclean 

d) lepers actually had to cry out loud “unclean” when others passed by 

e) leprosy throughout the Bible serves as an illustration of our sin and state of shame 

which will help tremendously when seeing how directly this passage can relate to us 

f) in the Old Testament, it was definitely believed that only God could heal leprosy.  

The cleansing process was found in Lev. 14.  The elaborate ritual of cleansing for a 

leper involved two birds, one killed as a symbol of purification and the other released 

as a symbol of the man's newfound freedom (vv. 4-7), shaving and washing (vv. 8-

9), and the offering of trespass, sin, burnt, and meat (better, grain) offerings (vv. 12, 

13, 21). 

 

There must have been unbelievable shame (the desire to hide one’s self for fear of rejection) 

for this man.  Can you imagine...your so shameful you are put into a separate part of the 

community so as not to “affect” the masses.  Your weird, abnormal in today’s vernacular. 

I feel like this a lot.  When you are gripped with unexplainable fears about life and of 

people, sins that you can’t seem to shake no matter how hard you try, complete shutdowns 

in your feelings and emotions where you can’t even feel the pain of another person as they 

share with you, anxieties about your life even though from an outward perspective things 

seem to be going well, statements and looks from people that communicate your lack of 

value...you feel different, unlike other people, WEIRD.  And that feeling leads to a sense of 

shame and worthlessness where you don’t really want anyone to know what is going on 

inside you for fear they really will reject you. 

 

It also says he was FULL of leprosy. 

 

Oh what pain this man must have felt.  Alone, ashamed, worthless, dirty, weird. 

 

2. His feelings of rejection also must have applied to God.  It is impossible to experience 

rejection in this world and not apply it to God at some level.  If you experience people 

convincing you that you are insignificant, meaningless, not unique, dirty or shameful...you 

will also assume God is the same. 

 



My best friend once told me that people put flesh to God.  That is really true.  And it works 

both ways.  When someone loves you deeply, say by holding you when you are hurting, or 

accepting you when you feel very unacceptable, it goes deep.  And it can help you grasp at a 

deeper level what God is like.  And the flip side is true, when you don’t experience it in a 

human level sometimes, it can be difficult to believe an unseen God feels like that towards 

you. 

 

Illustration of Psalm where God’s shadow is at my right hand. 

 

Unfortunalety rejection works the same way.  This man has been told he is unclean...to 

people, and to God.  And now he is going up to, to him, God’s representative for help.  Talk 

about distant feeling. 

 

3. He doesn’t know a ton except that he is incredibly needy, like a child needs their daddy, and 

that Jesus is the only one who can ultimately help him.  And in his case the pain of rejection 

and the physical pain (in that order I think) actually out way what he might lose if this one, 

Jesus, rejects him. 

 

Key words in verse 12 - full=head to toe, implored = to beg, willing=really if you want to, clean = 

cleanse or purify and it is mentioned twice...really really make me clean, acceptable 

 

 

About Jesus: 

 

1. Jesus is the one to extend Himself to the man.  The words “put out His hand” are the greek word 

ekteino which literally means “to stretch out and extend.”  The man came to Jesus for help, but 

Jesus didn’t just rock back in His chair and say, come forward...intensifying the man’s fear.  He 

knew the man was afraid, and hurting, and Jesus’ natural response was to alleviate his fear.  And 

as if this wasn’t a strong enough image, the words is stated twice...ekteino ekteino.  Jesus would 

do anything to make us comfortable, to convince us there is absolutely nothing inside us that is 

shameful, that we are as clean and blameless to Him with His blood as He is Himself.  He loves 

us, nothing can ever change that, including what we are afraid He might see on the inside.  And 

He goes out of His way to make us feel comfortable.  And Mark 1:41 says that Jesus was 

moved, greatly moved with compassion when He did it.  Total affection. 

 

2. Jesus knows our physical and emotional need to be touched and is happy to meet it...after all, He 

made us that way.  The words “touched him” comes from the Greek word “cheir haptomai” 

which literally means “to grasp the hand and attach ones self.”  It is different than other uses of 

the words for touch in the New Testament. 

 

In Luke 24:39, Jesus tells the disciples, when they just can’t believe it is Him, to touch His hands 

and feet.  The word He uses here literally means simply to verify by physical contact.  Again in 

Hebrews 11:28 it says, “By faith he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who 

destroyed the firstborn should touch them”, the word for touch means simply to handle. 

 

This isn’t just touching the man as little as possible.  That might actually be expected right?  He’s 

unclean.  But Jesus has absolutely no recognition of this man’s outward appearance, or stain, or 

shame.  Jesus loves this man, He is comfortable with this man, and it is as though He has been 



reunited with a lost friend.  Jesus reaches out, totally extends His arms, grabs him in an 

affectionate way, and pulls him to Himself, in a clutching hug...so tightly it says they are 

attached. 

 

There are a few reasons this is incredibly significant: 

 

• We need connection.  Not just physically, but emotionally.  Have you ever had the 

experience of sharing something deep with someone and getting know real reaction?  

They just simply don’t connect with what you are sharing?  Do you have someone you 

really relate with...someone who feels what you are feeling, even when you just look at 

them?  There really isn’t a better feeling in the world.  Jesus connected with this guy, 

really connected. 

• We need physical connection too.  Why does Jesus touch this man?  Obviously Jesus is 

powerful enough to heal him just simply by thinking about it, or pointing His finger.  

You know, kind of like the Bewitched twinkling of the nose, or the I Dream of Genie 

cross of the arms and blink of the eyes and head.  Why does He, as He so often does, 

touch this hurting man?  Jesus knows that we need the physical...again, we need to 

experience real connection on the outside if we are ever really going to feel connection 

on the inside. 

Have you ever been hurting, so much that if you broke you would just cry for an hour.  Or 

experienced a lot of emotion in a situation that didn’t seem to call for as much indicating 

you are really hurting inside?   

 

First experience with Linda watching Table for 5 

 

Have you ever had someone, who loves you, pull you to their shoulder, and allow you to 

collapse on them, physically and emotionally.  The reason I think is that we are really 

just kids inside, even as adults.  We are made to be God’s CHILDREN...little kids, in a 

huge, difficult, broken world...reliant upon the Father, our Daddy as He is called in 

Romans.  Only a child at heart calls their father daddy.  Jesus knows this about this man, 

just like He knows it about you and I; He knows this mans level of hurt, his level of 

intense rejection and shame, his lonliness in a very busy world.  And Jesus connected 

with this man, through a clentching hug, physically and emotionally.  This man finally 

knew what it felt like to be loved and accepted. 

 

In park at lunch with Brian...just afraid 

 

3. Jesus was absolutely thrilled to cleanse him.  The word for willing is “thelo.”  It is stronger than 

to choose or be willing, but it literally means delighted.  Jesus not only loved and totally 

accepted this man, but you get the sense He couldn’t wait to do it...like He had been waiting for 

the chance to hug this man and be his friend and helper. 

 

4. Jesus healed this man.  With all the other amazing understandings to grasp in this passage, I 

almost missed this most basic point.  Jesus healed this man.  Jesus cleansed this man.  And only 

Jesus can heal someone in this bad a shape, and not just on the outside.  And it is awesome that 

sometimes Jesus’ method for healing us is through a friend...one who connects with us, who 

genuienly loves us and accepts us almost to the point of lacking recognition of our obvious 



leprosy, and holds us and allows us to melt like a little kid to cry out the hurt so we can 

ultimately be healed.  It puts flesh to a loving Father, one who ultimately feels this way about 

us. 

 

 We have hurts so deep inside us, sometimes not even known to us, that only our Creator, the one 

who built us, and who knows us, our Father in Heaven, could reach in and touch to heal. 

 

Just one last point...notice this mans response...absolute thankfulness.  He doesn’t need a lot of 

motivation, ministry direction, rules to live by, analysis of his gifts, etc....this mans cup is full and 

he will naturally spill out on other people. 

 

If we as a church would simply be Biblical, Grace-oriented, and focus on filling people with the 

knowledge of our amazing relationship with the Father, and His love for us defined by His sacrifice 

of His Son to communicate our worth, we would be a church filled so full of joy we would knock 

down the doors to serve Him and love others around us. 

 

Study where Jesus touched people in the Bible: Greek word haptomai 

 

Math. 8:15 - Now when Jesus had come into Peter's house, He saw his wife's mother lying sick with 

a fever. So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. And she arose and served them. 

 

Math. 9:29 - 27  When Jesus departed from there, two blind men followed Him, crying out and 

saying, "Son of David, have mercy on us!"  And when He had come into the house, the blind men 

came to Him. And Jesus said to them, "Do you believe that I am able to do this?" They said to Him, 

"Yes, Lord."  Then He touched their eyes, saying, "According to your faith let it be to you." 

 

Math. 17:6 - at the Transfiguration - And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their faces and 

were greatly afraid.  But Jesus came and touched them and said, "Arise, and do not be afraid." 

 

Math 20:34,  
 


